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and so lar they have not found a way oul of this criss, Our 
trade value with these countries has declined greatly, These 
countries are demanding thal we pay our current and 
overage debts. This is creating even more difficulties for us 
On the other hand, the expansion of economic relations 
with other zones in the world has been limited by many 
objective and subjective factors, and it will not be possible 
to increase trade immediately in order to compensate for the 
decline in our economic relationship with the Soviet Union 
and the Last European countries 


in the above conditions, it 1s essential that we implement an 
open-door policy in order to establish economic relation 
ships will all countries. However, if this policy is to be 
eflective, we must create a new position in economic 
relations with other countries. We must continue to have 
economic relations with the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries. This must be regarded as an important 
task. Al the same time, we must look for opportunities to 
quickly expand economic relations with the West European 
countnes, end the American embargo. boldly penetrate 
markets in Asia and the Pacific, and gradually improve 
economic relations with China. We must join international 
organizations and international economic and commercial 
associations This is because the world market today 1s a 


Theory and Practice 7 


highly organized market. Unless we work through the inter: 
national organizations, it wil! ve difficull for us to penetrate 
and gain a foothold in internavonal markets 


The state's role in managing foreig . (rade 1s becoming more 
and more ineffective. Is this because we have not fully 
implemented the principles on foreign trade activities put 
forth at the Siath CPV [Communist Party of Vietnam) 
Congress’ The dispersal of external economic activities over 
a broad plane, which has made it impossible for the state to 
control things, has led to negative phenomena and generated 
turmoil in the external economic sphere. The effectiveness 
of foreign trade in supporting the economic and social 
largets of the party and state is declining. Foreign loans are 
taken and paid arbitrarily, and current and overage debts 
can't be paid and continue to increase. This has become a 
heavy burden on the national economy 


In the face of this situation, we must soon reaffirm that the 
guiding principle of socialist foreign trade is to st, ngthen 
the role of the state in uniformly managing external eco- 
nomic activities. If the management role of the state 1s not 
manifested, the external economic activities will be ineffec- 
tive, because it will not be possible to concentrate properly 
on the targets and guidelines for stabilizing and developing 
the country’s economy and society to the year 2000 
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Regulatory Vieasures and Market Management in 
the New Mechanism 


QO000000 Hanoi TAP CHILCONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Oct 91 pp 19-22 


[Article by Ngo Tm Long, not translated} 


Continue the Path of Perfecting Democracy 
Y2IEO00SD Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN 


in Vietnamese No 10, Oct 91 pp 23-27 


[Article by Hoang Cong - Hung Ngehiem|) 


[Text] In recent years, the issue of democracy in the socialist 
countnes in general and in Vietnam in particular has 
become a target of analysis of many people, including 
bourgeois theoreticians and propagandists and communists 
However, concerning the achievements and shortcomings of 
democracy in these countnes, people have not fully evalu- 
ated all the objective and subjective reasons and sometimes 
they have been biased 


As compared with bourgeois democracy, which has been in 
existence for more than 200 years. socialist democracy has 
existed for only 70 years at most. Bourgeois democracy 
arose and developed in the highly industnalized countries 
Socialist democracy. on the other hand. arose in countries 
with much lower economic standards and even in backward 
agricultural countnes such as Vietnam Arbitrary acts and 
low cultural standards are conditions that lead to undemo- 
cratic acts. While the democratic countries have had several 
hundred years of peaceful development without being 
threatened by anyone. the socialist countmes have con- 
stantly faced military and economic encirclement by the 
impenalists They have faced the threat of annexation and 
war These pressures have contnbuted to extending the 
centralized system of the state and the all-encompassing 
nature of the party. which are suited to a state of war 


It 1S easy to see the great degree to which those objective 
reasons have been at work in Vietnam In Vietnam. even 
though we have many shoricomings. we have stil! achieved 
notable democratic results that other places haven't An 
example is that the universal mght to vote 1s respected 
There 1s no violence, bribery or deception during elections 
which 1s often the case in many places in bourgeors society 
Not only the political. social. and state organizations but 
also the people have the mghi to formulate and participate in 
formulating laws In the power organizations. from the 
center to the localitees. « « the common laborers and 
intellectuals who hold most of the positrons This 1s not the 
case in many of the bourgceorns democratn countnes 


Since the Sixth CPV Congress. there has been a new 
atmosphere of democracy Democracy has become a neces 
sary principle in the activities of the state. party. and mass 
organizations This has become an issue of life style Under 
the demands of democracy openness and criticrsm have 
expanded and information and the press are freer Many 
anti-democratic acts and violations of human m@hts have 
been caposed and dealt with There is now a deeper under 
Standing of the democratic viewpornt Marixise 


Leninism im accord with the realities of the age and th: 
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country. The cadres’ and people's level of understanding 
concerning democracy has increased notably 


We now have a basic understanding of democracy based on 
humanistic thought. This concerns liberating man and 
raising man to the level of real master of social life in 
general, But that is not an individual wish or aspiration, a 
favor, or general humanitarian desire. Rather, it is actually 
an economic and political issue. If the laborers are not the 
masters of the means of production and if they do not 
control production, it will not be possible to have steady 
economic development, particularly in a modern market 
economy. Because of this, democracy has become the yard 
stick for measurng economic, social, and human progress 
and for measuring the superiority and civilization of a social 
system. With this, it 18 easy to understand why democracy 
has become the focus of the ideological struggle between the 
iwo systems and of the world political struggle 


The pillar of real democracy is the ownership rights of 
citizens in participating in controlling the country. Or to 
State this another way, power belongs to the people. the 
people are the ones with the highest power. Power, in its 
proper sense, must be systematized in the form of laws. 
above all in the basic law—the constitution. Power cannot 
protect itself and cannot be transformed into reality. There 
must be a system of laws, a system of state organizations. 
and political and social organizations that operate lawfully 
to defend democracy Because of this, what democracy 
requires is a judicial system and judicial order. In this, the 
State and the political and social organizations are the 
defenders and the environment and operating spheres for 
implementing the democratic mghts of the people In this 
sense, democracy 1s always tied to the state. the law. and 
politics in general 


From both theory and actual practices in our country in 
recent years, we can see that the two main problems of 
perfecting democracy in Vietnam are economic mastery and 
political control These two issues have a cause-and-effect 
relationship Political democracy must be based on eco- 
nomic democracy if it 1s to be stable 


What 1s economic democracy’ For a long penod of time 
because of our misconceptions about socialist society. Viet- 
nam s economy casted within a bureaucratic centralism 
and state subsidies management mechanism with two forms 
of ownership. all-people end collective ownership This type 
of management eliminated the independence of cach enter- 
prise and the ownership mghts of cach laborer in the 
enterprise and destroved their creativity Laborers did not 
have suitable economic interests In reality. there was 
nothing to te their individual responsibilities to the enter- 
prise Because of this. “ownership nghts” was just a slogan 
bul was not a part of real life The uwnowned common 
property fell into the hands of a number of degraded 
individuals holding positions of power In recent years. we 
have made progress by giving greater independence to the 
enterprise directors But that 1s not in accord with control- 
ling the individual responsibility of the directors using 
economics and it 1s not in accord with inspections by the 
State and the laborers (because they don't have real owner. 
shop mghts with respect to the means of production) 
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Because of this, there has not been any fundamental change 
with respect to the waste and theft of state and collective 
property. Furthermore, this has led to anarchy at a number 
of places 


Affirming a market economy along with the existence of 
different economic elements, actually, other types of own- 
ership, 18 a long step forward that is in accord with the law 
But what can be done to ensure that state and collective 
ownership are effective? This is tied to stimulating eco- 
nomic interests using rational distribution measures. It also 
depends on solving the problems regarding the laborers’ 
right to own and use the means of production 


Reality shows that the most important basis of the indi- 
vidual interests and responsibilities of laborers 1s ownership 
of the means of production. Steps must be taken to ensure 
that among the common assets, under the state and collec- 
tive forms of ownership, there are also separate assets 
belonging to the laborers. Concerning this problem, a joint 
ownership form seems to be the best form. With respect to 
the existing State enterprises, perhaps some of the means of 
production should be collectivized or privatized. State 
enterprises can be turned into corporations (in accord with 
the recently promulgated corporation law). The common 
assets will be controlled from below by the laborers, thereby 
avoiding arbitrary actions by the directors. In the case of a 
State enterprise that has not been turned into a corporation, 
the important thing 1s to solve the problems having to do 
with the right to use the means of production. Should the 
form collective self-control based on contracts be imple- 
mented widespreadly” 


A market economy and the laws of such an economy (the 
law of value, the law of supply and demand, profits, and so 
on) require that there be independent and equal economic 
subjects. This means that a market economy recognizes the 
right of every person to participate in the economy with the 
credentials of both a producer and a consumer. This is a 
matter of increasing the freedom of citizens in the sphere of 
economic activities (with the exception of those spheres 
dominated by the state). As for the state corporations, unless 
they have the mght to operate independently, they will not 
be able to survive, because they will not be able to promptly 
satisfy market demands. Thus, the enterprises and corpora- 
tions should not be placed under the control of administra- 
tive sectors regardless of the echelon (such as services, 
ministries, and so on). Control of the economic activities of 
the enterprises and corporations that have been granted 
permission to carry on business must be the responsibility 
only of the state economic management organizations such 
as the financial organizations and banks 


On the other hand, in economic activities, steps must be 
taken to establish equality. Without equality with respect to 
production conditions and production factors, particularly 
prices, it will not be possible to maintain the law of value. In 
situations to the contrary, the only ones who will be able to 
survive and prosper will be those who are given favorable 
treatment or those who produce fake goods and who avoid 
paying taxes, which is the case today. In order to establish 
the night of independence and equality as the condition and 
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precondition tor economic democracy, economic laws must 
be promulgated. This is the task of the state, and the state 
must carry Out this task 


Political democracy is @ very important and delicate 
problem. If the democratic rights of citizens are affirmed 
those rights can be manifested only if there is an adequate 
legal system and a state and political system with the ability 
to protect those rights from the encroachment of people and 
organizations, The targets that must be eliminated are the 
reachionary organizations, extremists, and terrorists, How: 
ever, steps must also be taken to block actions by state 
organizations and personnel that violate democratic rights 
Such violations ave now very prevalent. As we all know, the 
State is a very special sphere. It is a tool of democracy and 
dictatorship and a complex power and legal system. Thus, 
the state can easily move ahead of society, become remote 
from society, and even become remote trom the classes and 
Strata on which 1s 1s based. Thus, it can be said that the 
essence of political democratization is to build a state 
organization system with the ability to protect the nghts of 
the people and expand direct and indirect democratic forms 
so that the people can exert their ownership mghts and 
participate in controlling and managing the state 


The state is both a power apparatus of the ruling class to 
suppress the opposition forces and an apparatus to regulate 
the dissimilar and even opposing interests in society. It is an 
administrative and social control apparatus. At the same 
time, it 18 an apparatus to serve society. In the nature of the 
socialist State, these two aspects are closely related to each 
other, with the aim being to serve society and the people and 
oppose manifestations of being remote from or above the 


people 


The political democratic rights of the people must be 
understood in two ways: First, they must control things 
though the state and the political and social organizations 
which serve as representatives. Second, they must control 
the systems. The first requires broader participation by the 
people in the state organizations and the political and social 
organizations. The second requires expanding the direct 
democratic forms. such as meetings, debates. motions, the 
contribution of ideas and struggle criticisms using the mass 
means of information. and direct meetings with the state 
representatives. These forms must be regarded as lawful 
manifestations o. the people's democratic rights. Even 
though these forms are not in widespread use today and 
people are not familar with them, the time has come to 
implement laws for these forms 


Laws must also be implemented concerning the formation 
and operations of the state organizations and the political 
and social organizations, which have the credentials of a 
State apparatus and of a political system that encompasses 
all of society. This is related to the election law, the laws on 
State organizations, the laws on political and social organi- 
zations, and other laws. In Vietnam today. attention must 
be given to this problem. Furthermore. this 1s related to the 
form of the state organization. Without a rational state 
form, there can't be democracy. Something that must be 
understood fully 1s the decisive relationship of the infra- 
structure with respect to the superstructure and of publi 
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society with respect to the state and the political and social 
organizations, This is not a matter of understanding history 
but a practical problem, We must move from public society 
in which the citizens have fundamental individual mghts 
and objective economic relationships, to the state. And from 
the public society-state relationship, we must move to the 
issue Of the party and the other political organizations 


When talking about the state organizations, we must also 
discuss defining the positions and relationships among the 
legislative, administrative, and judicial organizations. Only 
if this problem is solved well will it be possible to implement 
the principle of all power beiongs to the people and, at the 
same time, implement the principle concerning mutual 
restrictions and mutual dependence among these organiza: 
tions, enable these organizations to overcome the shortcom- 


ings, correct the mistakes, do away with manifestations of 


dogmatism, and exploit the technical nature of each system 


The history of modern states shows that the survival of the 
State is always closely tied to the political parties. The state 
iS always controlled by a political party. In Vietnam, that is 
the communist party. The party led the classes in seizing 
power and then organized the establishment of an adminis- 
tration and led the people in defending and building the 
administration. The party holds power, that is the nature of 
the leading role of the party. We cannot talk about social 
leadership if the party stands apart from the administration 
(naturally, holding power is not the only task of the party) 
The on'y question is how the party wields power 


The state is an organization that reflects a class society. The 
role, operating contents, and organizational form of the 
state are objectively determined by society. Because of this 
the party cannot mold the state arbitranly but must deal 
with it like an objective entity with two sides: It is both the 
power organization of the classes in performing dictatorial 
functions and an apparatus that serves public society. If the 
second aspect 1s ignored, the state will lose stability and 
continuity in managing the ordinary public activities of 
society. The party in power must adapt itself to the general 
nature of the state system and to each system of functional 
organizations 


The party holds power based on the voluntary trust of the 
people using both direct and indirect paths. The indirect 
path is the path through representatives in the power 
organizations from the central echelon (the National 
Assembly) to the localities (the people's councils). The 
problem of renovating the leadership of the party with 
respect to the state is manifested most clearly in the rela- 
tionship between the party and these organizations. This 
relationship must be in accord with the nature of these 
organizations. These are parliamentary organizations that 
are free to debate issues, make proposals, compare plans. 
and then vote. Thus, exerting pressure and limiting freedom 
of thought 1s contrary to the spirit of democracy. Instead. 
persuasion, fair debate based on elev ating the role of indi- 
viduals, and careful and scientific preparation of the plans 1s 
the best way to produce collective products that have a 
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democratic nature bul that are still in accord with the 
viewpoints and lines of the party. Moreover, parliament is 
the best place to inspect the accuracy of the party's policies 
In the representative and power organizations of the people 
because of their objective structure, the party must respect 
the ideas of the representatives of the other political and 
social organizations (the trade unions, fronts, youth and 
women's organizations, and other organizations) 


The administrative activities of the state organizations 
require the firm leadership of the party, because they are the 
most concentrated manifestation of the problem of party 
power, It can be said that firmly leading and making rational 
use of the administrative apparatus (which includes the 
State administrative organizations and the organs of control 
that are subordinate to the executive sector) will create 
favorable conditions for quickly implementing the lines of 
the party. The prestige and collective responsibility of the 
party are closely related to this. Here, there may be two 
contrary effects. If the administrative apparatus is organized 
and used well, the prestige of the party will rise. Conversely, 
if it 18 NOt Organized and used well, the party's prestige will 
decline. Because of this, on one hand, the party must assign 
stable political cadres to the essential places. On the other 
hand, it must build and make good use of ranks of highly 
professional personnel and specialists. The stability of this 
apparatus, particularly the technical apparatus of state man- 
agement, must be maintained. This system of organizations 
must be regulated using the laws, orders. and regulations of 
the state and not the resolutions and directives of the party 


As for the system of administrative organizations, discipline 
must be strict. and the principle of centralism must be 
respected from top to bottom. Here. the relationship 
between the administrative organizations in the localities 
and the organizations that represent the people and that 
have local self-control must be studied and handled well in 
order to maintain the unity of the state regime and to 
manifest the initiative, creativity, and ownership rights of 
the people. The party organizations in the localities must 
carry out their tasks in accord with this relationship, other- 
wise, anarchy will arise and grow 


The judicial apparatus is highly independent. It 1s subject 
only to the laws. The party must respect its independence 
and not interfere in any way with its specialized work 
Misconceptions concerning the leadership of the party with 
respect to this organization must be corrected. However, 
there 1s nothing to prevent the party from making recom- 
mendations and assigning qualified party members to these 
organizations. The party must use the information systems, 
press, and state organizations concerned to control and 
monitor the judicial organizations. This 1s in accord with 
the principle of democratic centralism of the state 


Perfecting democracy in our country ts a long-term and 
complex task. This will not be an easy struggle, because the 
transitional period is filled with dissimilar interests and 
reany different forces 
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A bew Ideas on Development lavestment and 
Social bairness 

00000000 Hanei TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Get 91 pp 28-40, 41 


[Article by Tran Nhom, not translated) 


The Science and Politics of Renovating 
Marxist-Lenist Educat on 


DO000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Oet 91 pp 4i-d4 


[Article by Le Avan Luu, not translated) 


Opinions and bE xpericace it 


geese tee Potential and Development 


OO000000 Hanei TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Gel ¥i pp 45-448 


[Article by Tien Mai, not translated) 


Tien Giang: Lessons Learned From Reality 


OO000000 Hanei TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Get 91 pp 30-41 


[Article by Nguyen Trong, not translated) 


he Chi Minh City Implements a Social Policy on 
Meritorious P 


OO000000 Hanoi TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
No 10, Cet ¥l pp 42-45 


[Article by Nguyen Van Chi, not translated) 
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Shoot lato the Air 
OO000000 Hanei TAP CHI CONG SAN in Vietnamese 
Neo 10, Oe vip ds 


|Article by Hong Duong, not translated) 
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bias ( ommuniom ( ome to an bad’ 


VILOOOS) Hane 14 CHIOCONG SAN 
in Vietnamese Oct Vl pp a? 4a 


Article by Neuyen Dinh Phu, director of the } February 
nterprive, Krong Pac-Dac Lac} 


{Teat] Our enemies are gloating And some of us, commu 
Aists, are wavering if the face of the events that have taken 
place in Lastern Europe and the Soviet Union 


Has comMunnm come to an end” 


Let's be fait and, starting from a scientific basis. analyze the 
things that have happened in the world in the past period 
and that are happening today We must not be biased 
because the things that have and are happening go beyond 
out desires and traditional ideas This could lead to shepty 
crm and despa, distorted of catremit thoughts and 
actions of pesimiam about the path that we have chosen 
This 1s a golden opportunity for our enemies to attack us 


Ht trwe that the Communist Party of the Soviet Union and a 
fumber of communit partes in Lasiern Europe have lost 
thert leading role and collapsed Bul the defeat and collapye 
of a number of communist parties should not be confused 
with the ead of communinm 


The various communist partes have all used Mariuiem. 
Leniniem as thei ideological foundation But in the imple. 
Mentation process. Many parties have made the serous 
mistake of transforming the scientific and revolutionary 
theornes of Mar and Lenin into rgd formulas and imple. 
menting these formulas in a mechanical and dogmatn 
manner Society has pul forth new tasks. bul communists 
have continued to adhere to their old wishes in a subjective 
and voluntansin manner regardless of the objective laws 
Because of this they have had to pay the price 


This 1 one of the mistakes concerning theoretical under 
standing But what about actual activities” 


First, with respect to organization. in the process of building 
and capanding the party. many communist parties have 
made thei leadership role absolute and unintentionally 
transformed the party into a second state standing above the 
state im order to guide the state They have created a 
privileged mechanism that has led to special mghts Thus 
opportunrsts have jorned the party not because they share 
the ideals of the party but because they want those special 
nights and privileges They engage in corruption and bribery 
harass the people and weaken the people's confidence in the 
party 

Second with respect to implementing the revolutionary 
lines. because of subjectivism eed voluntanem. many com. 
munist parties have rushed to implement positrons and 
policres that are not in accord with the actual development 
of society A concrete manifestation has to do with the 
disinbution of socal products Because the concept of 
equality « “sameness.” they have not rehed on the distin 
bution principles stipulated but on average-wm This has 
resulted in people relying on and waiting for the frurts of the 
labor of other 


Letters to the Editorial Staff is 


Hecauec of impatieme afd suljectiviam forme of owner 
vip of the Means of production thal afe uneuiied to the 
hature and standards of the production fones have been 
used Mars said that the different stages of development of 
the division of labor are aleo diflerent forme of ownership 
Mated another way cach few stage of the division of labor 
determines the relationship among individuals based of 
thes relationship with the means of labor the labor tools 
and the labor products [Footnote |] (Mars and Engels 
“Selected Works” Su That Publishing House Mano, | 980 
volume |. page 270, Bul during the past several decades. in 
feality we have identified sociale production relatronships 
with publi ownership of the means of production This has 
wepatated the laborers from the means of production and the 
labor products Asa fesull. we have failed to em ourage the 
dynamiem and creativity of the laborers if the social labor 
Process 


We can also cite the mistakes and shortcomings in the lines 
and poles of Many communi parties during the pas 
weveral decades Hul those mistakes and limitations cannot 
refute the achievements that communiets have wored in 
organizing and leading the sacialiat revolution in thei 
countries of the effects of those achievements on a world 
wide scale Even t people may ify to negate those 
achievements. thove achievements are teal and they prove 
the correctness of Mariuem-Leniniam 


The mistakes made by the communist parties show the 
limitations in understanding concerning the Movement and 
development of society are fol the mistakes of 
communiem but the mistakes of (howe who have apphed thi 
in life Moreover we must mention the desiruction of 
enemy forces Those mistakes can be corrected and w there 
is hO Feason to reexamine Mariiam-Leniniuem 


The mistakes made by many communist parties in the past 
period have crxacted a price We don't want to pay the price 
but that 1s 4 valuable lesson that will enable us to reorganize 
our ranks and forces and continue to implement our won. 
derful ideals 


Vietnam is certain that the only correct chowe was the 
socialist path But whether we can implement that chorwe 
depends on many factors The mow important and deciding 
factor  concretizing the lines of the party and actually 
implementing those lines Even if the party's lines arc 
correct and screntific. if we stop with rsuing resolutions and 
fail to concretize and systematize the lines using the law and 
do not take serous eps to implement them they will be 
ineflective 


In order to complete its histoncal miwwon. the ( ommunrst 
Party of Vietnam must be strengthened even more The 
apparatus of the party and state must be purified wo that 1 
worthy of bemg of the people. by the people. and for the 
people 


Renovate the Ranks of the State EF aterprive 
Directors 


(0000000 Hane TAP CHICONG SAN in Vietnamesw 
No 10. Oct 91 pp 49 


[Article by Le Chi Mai. not translated] 
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\ niversal Strateg) | Merature 

(HHHHRAM Finn TAP CMTC OINGs NAN 18 1) ree (RNR Han 14P CMT COIN, NAN 08 1 etme 
Vo 70 thy vi pp 50S Vo 70 tay i pp @ 55 


[Article by Le Laf. fol translated) |Artule by Le Cane fot Wanelated) 








JPRS ATC 9) 00) 





W March 199 brom boreign Publications is 
()n the Sed alled Second (remeration Vilar viem Vlarket Relationships 
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|Artnle by Mong Ay Tuong fot translated Afinte th Viedan Achetia: f atislaics 








END OF 
FICHE 
DATE FILMED 


29 Opnik 1992 

















